A look at illegal immigrants
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More than three-fourths of illegal immigrants are Hispanic, but just under a fifth of Hispanics are illegal immigrants. While legal residents and illegal immigrants have differing
characteristics, illegal immigrants and documented or native-born Hispanics are closely tied in some key demographic areas. The data come from the Census Bureau's 2008
American Community Survey and Pew Hispanic Center estimates using that survey.

lllegal
immigrants:

46.9 million

11.9 million
(estimated)

An estimated 76 percent of illegal
immigrants are Hispanic (about

9,044,000 people).

Based on this estimate, only about
19 percent of Hispanics in the U.S.

are illegal immigrants.

lllegal immigrants as a share of state population
lllegal immigrants make up 4 percent of the U.S. population.
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Three demographic portraits

A comparison of the three overlapping populations:
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Educational attainment”
High-school graduate or
higher
At least some college

Bachelor's degree or
higher
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15%
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Median household
income

Percentage of house-
holds that own home

35%

21%**

Adults lacking health
insurance

Occupation distribution

Management, pro-
fessional and related

Farming, fishing and
forestry

Construction, extrac-
tion, maintenance and
repair

Production, transporta-
tion and material
moving

19.9%

lllegal immigrants in the labor force

Whereas illegal immigrants make up 5.4 percent of the entire U.S. civilian workforce of
155 million, in some industries they make up a larger share.

Farming 25%
Building, groundskeeping 19%
and maintenance
Construction 17%

Food preparation
and serving

Production

Transportation and
material moving

* For ages 25-64 among illegal immigrants and ages 25 and older for Hispanics and U.S. population. ** Statistic from 2007.
*** Applies to men only; unemployment rate not available for illegal-immigrant women. In years prior to 2008, illegal immigrants
saw lower unemployment rates than the rest of the workforce. Since 2008, their unemployment rate appears to have risen sharply.
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